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The lower 24 mile section of the Jackson River meanders through Covington and Clifton Forge 

as it makes its way to join with the Cowpasture River to form the James River below the town 

of Iron Gate. This section of river contains numerous class I & II rapids. The most challenging 

section is located below Clifton Forge and is known locally as Rainbow Gap. It features a class 

II/III section for those looking for excitement. Ample boat landings are spaced throughout the 

lower Jackson River, providing easy access and numerous trip options.


